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listin g qf Claims: 

1 , (Currently Amended) A method of configuring a load balancer for dispatching client requests 
amongst a plurality of servers, said method comprising: 

for each ono of o dd plurality of s er vers, storing in a local memory a configuration filo created 
hy n gftrvflr manufacturer storing a configuration file in a local memory o f each one of said plurality of 
servers, each of said configuration files containing parameters including contont bas e d rul e s variables 
pertaining to cnid server to be applied for configuring a load balancing scheme for said plural ity Qf 
servers: a plurality of s e rv e rs that inoludo said server, and wherein each of said configuration fil e s is 

acc e ssibl e to said load balancer; 

obtaining nnH pnr^r^ntnrr -fi-nm anifT r/iTi figuration fila for said config u ration files from each of 

said plurality of servers: and 

configuring said load balancer to dispatch client requests toHSftid-arnong said plurality of servers 
based on nn nlgnrithm n si^ g s aid param e t€E 9- aload balancing algorithm defi n ed bv said parameters 
including said variables obtained from said configuration files . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein each of said configuration files has a file 
path and name in accordance with a standard file path and naming protocol. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method o f claim 3 claim 1 w herein said parameters provided 
in at least one of said configuration files comprises compris e at l e ast a h e alth URL and content-based 
routing rules. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4 wherein said content-based routing rules comprise a 
URL mask. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method of-^teka-3-claimJ_ said parameters of at least 
rmec onfiguration file4 *tffeef comprise at least one of t ime-of-day rules, session affinity rules, cookie 
affinity rules, server health information and a link to said s erver health information. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said plurality of servers comprise a server 
farm coupled to receive client requests via the Internet. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said configuration files are -file 
nro HTML files stored in one of an HTML or XML file format , 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A computer readable product embodied on computer readable 
media readable by a computing device for configuring a scheme for balancing the servicing of client 
requests among a plurality of servers, said computer readable product comprising: 

computer readable program code configured to obtain from q configuration fil e cr e at e d by a 
nnrvnr manufacturer a configuration file from each of said pl urality of servers, each of said 
configuration files stored in a local memory of it s correspond ing one of said plurality of servers an<j 
containing parameters including variables-sai4-9efveF to be a pplied for configuring a load balancing 
scheme for said plurality of servers: stored locally at each of said qorvers, puramolors pertaining to odd 
3crvcr rolovant to configuring a load balancing scheme for a plurality of gorvoro, including oach oaid 
serv e r; said paramet e r s comprising content baocd rules; and 

computer readable program code configured to configure said load balancer to dispatch client 
requests among said plurality of servers based o n -a n algorithm using said paramet e rs, 
a load balancing algorithm defined bv said parameters inclu ding said variables obtained from said 
configuration files . 

1 1 . (Ori ginal) The product of claim 1 0 wherein each of said configuration files has a file 
path and name in accordance with a standard file path and naming protocol. 
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12. (Currently Amended) A computing apparatus for performing load balancing of client 
requests among a plurality of servers, said apparatus comprising: 

means for interfacing to a network to receive client requests directed to one of said plurality of 
servers via said network; 

means for obtainin g from a configur ati on file oroatcd b y a o e rver manufaofeir - er, stored locally at 
each-of s aid s ervers, paramotoro pertaining to said server relevant to configuring a load balancing 
s ch e m e for a plurality of s e wers, including each said server; said param e ter s- comprising cont e nt bas e d 
fi^esi -a configuration file from each of said plurality of servers . cach of said configura tio n files stored 
in a local memory of its corresponding one of said plurality of servers and containing p arameters 
including variables said serv e r to be applied for configuring a load balancing scheme f o r said plurality 
of servers: 

means for configuring said load balancer to dispatch client requests to said s e rvors baaed on an 
nlgnrithm using Haid parameters: among said plurality of servers based on a load balan c ing algorithm 
defined bv said parameters including said variables obtained from said configuration files: and 

means for dispatching requests received, via said network to said plurality of servers in 
accordance with said algorithm. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein configuring said load balancer 
comprises: initializing the load balancer by manually inputting the address information of each one of 
said plurality of servers; polling each one of said plurality of servers for said configuration file 
pertaining to each of said servers; validating each of said configuration files; and configuring the load 
balancing algorithm based on said parameters in said configuration files. 

15. (Canceled) 
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16. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein said storing a configuration file in a local memory 
of each one of said plurality of servers, each of said configuration files containing parameters including 
variables to be applied for configuring a load balancing scheme for said plurality of servers comprises: 

storing configuration files provided by a server manufacturer. 

1 7. (New) The product of claim 1 0 wherein said parameters provided in at least one of said 
configuration files comprises content-based routing rules. 

1 8. (New) The product of claim 1 0 wherein said parameters of at least one configuration 
file comprise at least one of time-of-day rules, session affinity rules, cookie affinity rules, server health 
information and a link to said server health information. 

19. (New) The product of claim 10 further comprising: 

computer readable program code configured to initialize the load balancer by reading manually 
inputted address information of each one of said plurality of servers; 

computer readable program code configured to poll each one of said plurality of servers for 
said configuration file pertaining to each of said servers; and 

computer readable program code configured to validate each of said configuration files for 
configuring said load balancer to dispatch client requests among said plurality of servers. 

20. (New) The product of claim 1 wherein said computer readable program code configured to 
obtain a configuration file from each of said plurality of servers comprises: 

computer readable program code configured to obtain configuration files provided by a server 

manufacturer. 

21 . (New) The computing apparatus of claim 12 wherein said means for obtaining a 
configuration file from each of said plurality of servers comprises means for obtaining each said 
configuration file based upon a file path and name in accordance with a standard file path and naming 
protocol. 

5 
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22. (New) The computing apparatus of chum 12 wherein said parameters provided in at 
least one of said configuration files comprises content-based routing rules. 

23. (New) The computing apparatus of claim 12, wherein said means for configuring said 
load balancer to dispatch client requests among said plurality of servers based on a Joad balancing 
algorithm defined by said parameters including said variables obtained from said configuration files 
further comprises: 

means to initialize the load balancer based upon manually inputted address information of each 

one of said plurality of servers; 

means to poll each one of said plurality of servers for said configuration file pertaining to each 

of said servers; and 

means to validate each of said configuration files for configuring said load balancer to dispatch 
client requests among said plurality of servers. 

24. (New) The computing apparatus of claim 12 wherein said configuration files are provided 
by a server manufacturer. 
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